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The Genius

Session 3 REVIEW 

We humans have a nature 
that determines our 
excellence and well being. 
Our desires have to be 
restrained by the capacity to 
apprehend reality through 
experience and reason to set 
the limits to our nature’s 
desire. Sadly, the moral 
knowledge of “good human 
nature” has disappeared.





“Love God with all your heart, soul, mind & strength  
and love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Mark 12:30-31

The Genius Jesus
teaching what it means to be human!



The Purpose of Human Life (restated) 

Our Calling…Our Nature 

To KNOW and to LOVE 

and to be KNOWN and to be LOVED.

The Genius of Jesus
Session 4 — “What does it mean to be Human?” (part 2)





The Order Proper to the Human Being 

Remember what I said: 

“A nature is parts with properties that relate to one 
another in terms of those properties and produce a 
whole which is capable of relationships beyond the self.”  





The Order Proper to the Human Being 

    The WILL is subordinated to God. 
       Then the MIND is subordinated to  

        the SPIRIT [WILL] under God. 
- Order comes into the MIND. 
- FEELINGS are coherent with thinking. 
- Restoration through the BODY and through 
- SOCIAL relationships



The Order Proper to the Human Being (continued) 

MIND subordinate to SPIRIT under God. 
SOUL to MIND under God. 

BODY to SOUL under God. 
SOCIAL harmonized with the BODY under God.





A little girl in Sunday School is asked,  

   “What is a lie?” 

    “An abomination to God… 
and a very present help in time of trouble.” 



Dallas Willard’s 2-part series, “The Genius of Jesus”  

What Does it Mean to Be Human, part 2 

“Kingdom Living”    [11:35 - 13:15] 

https://youtu.be/jLICwWL2VzI


Kingdom Living 

—> The Great Commandment <—> Basic knowledge of how 
to live well and be a good person.    

—> Answers Two of Life’s Greatest Questions: 
Q#2 - Who is well off?    Q#3 - Who is a good person?	  

Once you understand the nature of a human being, you 
can see why that is true. There are no realistic 
alternatives to that. We have set this aside as knowledge 
but we have not replaced it with a better view. 

“Love God with all your heart, soul, mind & strength  
and love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Mark 12:30-31



The Role of Spiritual Disciplines 

What is a Discipline?  

   An activity in my power that enables me to do 
what I can not do by direct effort. 

What is a Spiritual Discipline? 

   An activity in collaboration with God’s grace 
that enables me to accomplish what I can not do 
on my own. 

I practice spiritual disciplines because of my deep love 
for Jesus and who I am in Jesus!



1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ,  
…SET your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God.  
2 SET your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. 3  For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. 
5  PUT to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your 
earthly nature… 
8  RID yourselves of all such things as:… 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, CLOTHE yourselves with… 

Colossians 3



Spiritual Disciplines	  

Not will alone…not human strength, but by the grace of 
God as the life of God gives us inward transformation.	  

Spiritual disciplines are not designed to remedy behavior,	
	 they are designed to transform the inner person. 

We don’t want to become people who do the right thing. 
We want to become the kind of person who does the right 
thing, routinely and easily. 

The Secret - Indirection!



Moral life must be based on knowledge…not good feeling 
or political action. The human self is meant to act in terms 
of what it believes. Understanding human nature is what 
enables us to know when it is excellent in its character, 
what is good for it. To establish norms for its guidance, it 
must be based on knowledge. 

If you believe human nature does not exist, you will have 
no norms to guide your life.



Friedrich Nietzsche understood if you take the Christian 
foundations out from a culture, it will collapse. That’s 
what he was so excited about. He was incapable of giving 
an alternative. 

I’m saying there are no alternatives. It’s in the nature of 
human nature that there should not be any alternatives. 
[Nietzsche] saw what was happening and he realized that 
it was a complete disaster.

2-session course
“Nietzsche vs. Jesus”

JesusCollege.com

http://college.com


Revelation is the Source for Knowledge  

The Bible - the best information on 
the most important topics. 

• We who believe this are to present the way of Christ as 
knowledge and reality, and as a picture of human nature.	 

• We make the assemblies of  Christians the guiding light 
of humanity. 

• We lead our lives so that people will realize there is 
something better in life than they had every dreamed.





Q&C
Your Questions & Comments are welcome!

Use the Q&A on the bottom of your Zoom screen



Meditation —  Joshua 1:8; Matthew 6:33 

Application 

Q1 — How whole is my whole person? 
Which area needs attention right now? 

Q2 — Which spiritual discipline(s) will direct His grace 
             to this area? 

Q3 — What Bible prayer or text guides me to seek God’s  
             power to order my life?

† Cross Fit



The Genius

Session 4 Summary 

Our divinely designed and 
regenerated human nature is 
optimized under God as a 
whole person existing to love 
and serve with knowledge of 
reality found in the Genius 
Jesus, taught by the Word of 
God, and lived out by students 
of the Genius as a guiding 
light for all humanity. 



Starts next
Tuesday



A CELEBRATION of COMPLETION 

Yahwehallelujah! 

From Dallas Willard Ministries & Jesus College 
to the Apprentices who completed the Course: 

“The Genius of  Jesus” 





Learn a good life from 
the Genius as you 
walk with Him all the 
days of your eternal, 
unceasing life. 

Doug



The SCHOOL of  
KINGDOM LIVING

Information…Registration — JohnC@dwillard.org

mailto:JohnC@dwillard.org


JesusCollege.com@OneAfterJesus

Apprentice to Master Love — //Nouns 
“A Student of the Superior Benefactor”

Apprentice to Master Love — //Verbs 
“Training to be proficient in willing the good”

http://JesusCollege.com


JesusCollege.com@OneAfterJesus

Jesus College Mission - To Empower Apprentices  
of the Master Teacher Jesus as the One, great truth  
to live a good life found in Him. 

Jesus College Vision - Equiping Trainers—Parents, 
Pastors, Professionals, Professors, Politicians—to mentor 
Senior Apprentices who will make Apprentices of Jesus.

• Courses • Resources • Gatherings • Relationships 
   - 21 FREE, ready-to-learn COURSES 
   - 475 FREE downloadable RESOURCES with  
   - 6150+ pages of guides, slides, notes, links 
   - In-person GATHERINGS 

  For a good life in the person, work,  
        teachings and life of Jesus. 

http://JesusCollege.com
https://www.jesuscollege.com/dallaswillardwriting-courses

